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The PERU-GB Mixed Frankings

Franking of overseas letters from Peru, 1865 — 1879

Before Peru joined the UPU in 1879, almost all overseas mail to and from the country was carried by the Brit-
ish mail service. The first British postal agencies had been opened already in 1846, but it took until 1863 be-

fore British postage stamps could be used to prepay the postage. Prepayment had been possible before that
also, but only in cash.

In 1865 British postal agencies existed in Paita, Callao, Islay and Arica. In 1868 additional agencies were
opened in Iquique and Pisco/Chincha slands, although the latter was closed again already after two years. In
1877 the Islay agency was moved to Mollendo. There may also have existed an agency in Pisagua during
some period, although no evidence has been encountered in the records to prove this.

Special obliterators were supplied to the British agencies in 1865 together with the postage stamps These were
the well known C36 (Arica), C38 (Callao), C42 (Islay), C43 (Paita), D74 (Pisco) and D87 (Iquique) barred
oval handstamps.

The reason for mixed GB/Peru franking

Peruvian postal regulations required inland postage to be paid on all overseas letters, also those that were
mailed from a port where there was a British postal agency. A combination franking of Peru and GB stamps
was thus the normal pattern for prepaid overseas letters. However, the letters did not have to pass physically
through a Peruvian post office; it was possible for senders to hand them in directly at one of the British agen-
cies. Those agencies were not supposed to accept letters without the required number of Peruvian stamps to
pay the local postage, but in practice this was on many occasions disregarded. Thus, letters bearing only Brit-
ish stamps are found with some frequency.

When letters were handed in directly at a British agency, the Peruvian stamps were of course uncancelled.
While the clerk in the British Agency would often cancel the Peru stamps with the British obliterator, this did
not always happen, which explains why the Peruvian stamps on combination covers sometimes are not can-
celled. It is also known from official documents that such uncancelled Peruvian stamps were often removed
from the letters by the addressee and sent back to Peru to be used again. Some of the overseas covers that are
found without a Peruvian stamp may be explained in this way.

Overseas letters could also be handed directly to the pursers on board the steamers of the Pacific Steam Navi-
gation Company that carried the mailbags. The pursers also had British stamps to sell, if prepayment was de-
sired. Such loose létters then joined the regular mail at Panama, where the British stamps would be cancelled.
This mechanism is probably the main reason for the existence of letters from Peru where the British stamps
show the C335 Panama cancel rather than one from an agency in Peru.

It is notable, that the British postal service in these years operated in Peru without the support of a formal
postal agreement between the two countries. A postal convention had been negotiated in 1851, in which Peru
claimed the right to charge postage on all letters. but this was left to lapse on 30 November 1857 and was
never renewed. However. in practice the basic principles of the old agreement continued to be applied.

it should be noted also, that while the British service had earlier sometimes accepted not just overseas letters,
but also letters to other countries along the West Coast, this was no longer the case in 1865. British mail was
only for letters continuing beyond Panama.
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The tariffs for prepavment

The Peruvian postal tariff was unchanged throughout the period considered, at 10 centavos (one dinero) per ' onza.
The Spanish onza was slightly more than a British ounce, but the difference was only about 0.5 gram. The same
postage applied also to incoming letters from overseas countries, where it was charged to the addressee as postage

due. Peru issued special stamps for this purpose in May 1874 so from then on there mixed franking occurred also on
incoming mail.

The British tariff for outgoing letters included rates to many different countries. Information about these rates has
been found in the files at Post Office Archives in London, in the form of comprehensive rate tables, which were
printed in London and sent out to the British postal agencies at various points in time. The rates for the destinations
that are most frequently encountered among the combination covers from Peru are shown in the Table below.

The rate for letters from Peru to Britain was the base for most of the rates to the other European countries. One
penny was deducted from this, and then the rate from Britain to the respective country was added. For example, the
rate for a single letter from Peru to Britain in 1865 was 2s and the rate from Britain to Prussia was 6d. The rate from
Peru to Prussia was then in principle derived as (2s — 1d + 6d) = 2s3d, which is the amount shown in the table.

In the case of Prussia, the weight progression was straightforward with increases per ' ounce. In other cases, e.g. in
the rate to Spain, there were two components, where one increased per %2 ounce and the other per 4 ounce. This re-
flects differences between the postal agreements, which Britain had with those two countries.

The rates for letters to France differed completely from the other European rates. They were a good deal lower than
for the other countries, even taking into account that progression was entirely by the ' ounce. In fact, it was cheaper
1o send a prepaid letter from Peru to France, via London, than to send the same letter to London!

No rate tables for mail from Peru of this type have been found in the archives for dates later than October 1872.

However, when the General Postal Union (GPU) came into existence the 1* July 1875, the British rate to all Euro-
pean countries that were members of the Union was a uniform 2%d. Using the same formula as before, the single
British rate from Peru then became (1s6d — 1d + 24d) = 157! d. The weight progression within the Union was uni-
form, with 15 gram increments. - France did not enter the GPU until 1 January 1876, but from then on the same rate
applied to letters from Peru to that country also. it is notable, that this meant a considerable increase in the rate.

The single rate from Peru to Britain was lowered to 1s per > ounce on 1 Julv 1878. The new rate to the European
GPU countries then became 1s1'4d. After this followed a period of confusion and frequent changes in the rules for
the British mail. On 1 October a uniform British postage of 6d on single rate letters from Peru to all European GPU
countries, including Britain, was introduced. However, by early January 1879 the rates reverted to what they had
been earlier, i.e. 1s to Britain and 1s1'4d to the other European countries. The era of British mail from Peru finally
ended in mid-June 1879, when Peru’s UPU membership was finally recognised After that, only Peru stamps could be
used to prepay letters from Peru.

A frequent destination for letters from Peru was the USA. Britain served as an intermediary also for mail to that
country, but prepayment by British stamps was possible only to Panama. From there, the US Post Office took over
and postage for that service was usually paid by the addressee. The British rate from Peru to Panama remained at 6d
per %2 ounce throughout the period. :

Postal convention mail

As noted, the British mail service in Peru operated without a postal agreement and the question of prepayment only
by Peruvian or only by British stamps never occurred. However. in the 1870’s Peru concluded formal conventions
with Germany and with France, which in both cases provided for an exchange of mails on the basis of mutually ac-
cepted prepayment.
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