
Mail exchange with Chile 
In the period covered in this exhibit, Peru had no border with Chile. Consequently, 
all mail exchange was by sea. 

CD 

.. "~I .,. 1 
J ,,' .Ai 

15 June 1835, Valparaiso - Arequipa 
Before 1840, Peru had no ship letter fee. Incoming letters only paid postage for 
the distance from the port of entry; here 2 1/2 reales for 30 leguas from Islay. 

,',' ':11'~? '.~ .... 

~~fow' " 
:M..A.ATJ1: N t1' :ill\R ROT 

, CO~fi ~\ lim • . 
. , ' -. ...,,, 

. -

i 

8 June 1832, Valparaiso - Arequipa 
By ship "La Bonita" to Callao. A forwarding 
agent in Lima then mailed the letter, which 
had enclosures and required a double rate 
under the September 1826 tariff. - The passage 
from Valparaiso to Lima in 11 days was a fast 
one for sailships of the day . 
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16 August 1834, Lima - Chiloe 
Chile, unlike Peru, had an inwards ship letter fee in this period. 
The rate for a single letter was 11/2 reales, so it is likely that the 
charge on this letter represents that fee . 
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1 June 1841, Lima - Valparaiso 
An early letter carried by PSNC stearner "Peru". At this time, the Peru 
government still insisted that all mail must pass through the Post Office 
and that the Company could not take letters directly from the public. How 
much the Post Office charged here is unclear. The mark at upper right is 
the foreign ship letter fee of 11/2 reales which Chile charged. 
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30 April 1849, Valparaiso - Lima 
This letter was carried by the PSNC steamer "Peru", with postage paid to the 
Company. On arrival, there was a Peruvian charge of 2 reales, comprising 1 real 
incoming ship letter fee and 1 real postage from Callao to Lima. 

30 November 1853, Valparaiso - Callao - Chincha Islands 
Letter sent by PSNC steamer "Lima" with postage paid to the Company and then 
incoming steamship postage in Lima. But when the letter arrived, the 
"Warlock" had left for Chincha Islands, to take on a load of guano. Accordingly, 
the letter was sent back to Pisco, the port dosest to the islands, where an agent 
forwarded it to Captain Pagen. There is a manuscript endorsement on the reverse: 
Reed & Forwarded by your Obi Servl G. Bull, Pisco Deer 24/53 . 
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28 October 1856, Lima - Santiago 
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Outgoing steamship postage of 1 real paid in Peru. In Chile, incoming letters 
from 1 July 1853 were subject to 5 centavos ship letter charge plus twice the 
normal inland postage. For letters up to 5116 onza: 5 + 2 x 5 = 15 centavos . 
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1 August 1857, Arica - Valparaiso 
All letters to other ports in the Pacific were to go in the Peruvian mail, but the British 
agent at Arica is known to have disregarded this rule during a period. This letter 
shows the postmark of the British consulate and probably paid 6d postage for a single 
rate up to 112 ounce. Chilean postage is not marked . 
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10 April 1862, Valparaiso - Lima 
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30 centavos sea postage from Chile, indicating 1/2 - 1 onza weight. In Peru, the 1858 
tariff prescribed that incoming sea letters should pay postage at the reduced rates for 
short distance letters. Here a double rate was due, i.e. 2 dineros (reales). 

19 August 1865, Copiapo - Lima 
It is unusual to find the Peruvian postage due marked in Lima on a single rate letter. 
Perhaps this was done to draw attention to the fact that while the house delivery 
was free, there still remained postage to be paid by the addressee. A postage stamp 
may be missing from the letter, or else Chilean postage was paid in cash . 
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26 June 1867, Lima - Valparaiso 
A double rate letter, fully prepaid from Peru per postal convention. 

11 June 1873, Valparaiso - Lima 
This letter was carried by the French steamer "Ville de Brest", but paid only the 
ordinary Chilean triple rate sea postage of 30 centavos (1/2 - 1 onza). The French 
steamers operated from Valparaiso in 1872-1874, carrying chiefly overseas mail . 
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4 November 1867, Callao - Valparaiso 
Apparently sent from Peru outside the mails as there is no postmark. The postal 
convention did not have any special provisions for unpaid mail, so in Chile this 
letter was treated in the same way as before and charged 15 centavos postage due. 
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14 November 1869, Islay - Santiago 
Here the letter was accepted in Chile as fully prepaid although there was no 
postage stamp. Probably no stamps were available in Islay at the time, so the 
postmaster wrote "franca" in manuscript to denote cash payment of the postage 
and put his signature on the letter. 
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